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Background 
Many Iraqi families who fled their homes during 
the past two years to neighboring countries as a 
result of ethnic and sectarian conflict continue to 
return to Iraq. The return of externally displaced 
Iraqi families was not only due to the relative 
improvement in the security situation, but it was the 
result of high cost of living and limited employment 
opportunities in the host countries, difficulty in 
accessing essential services like health and 
education, and the new regulations regarding 
obtaining residence permits in Syria. These new 
regulations request all Iraqis traveling to Syria to 
obtain a visa from the Syrian Embassy in Baghdad 
before attempting to leave Iraq. Visas are only 
provided to businessmen, tradesmen, physicians 
and teachers.  

A number of externally displaced families 
returned to Iraq starting mid September after the law enforcement plan became effective and the significant 
reduction in terrorist attacks. This is in addition to the promises and plan of the Iraqi government to facilitate 
the return of thousands of externally displaced families through the provision of free travel from Syria to Iraq 
and financial grant of 1,000,000 Iraqi Dinar for each returning family (these grants are not yet given to the 
beneficiaries). Moreover, the governmental plan seeks to assist families to re-settle in their original 
neighborhoods and to compensate those who lost their homes. 

Many returnee families arrived in Iraq to find their homes destroyed, robbed or occupied by others. Many 
returnees suffer from poverty, poor health and malnutrition and their homes lack water and electricity. 

 

The role of the I raqi Red Crescent Organization 
The Iraqi Red Crescent assisted the externally displaced families during their stay in Syria and after their 
return to Iraq. Activities included: 

1. Providing psychological support to the returnees. 

2. Carrying out field visits to identify emerging needs and to assess the living conditions of the 
returnees. 

3. Including the needy returnee families in the food and relief items distribution plan, with special 
focus on the families who lost their homes or those who where robbed. 

4. Carrying out field surveys to update the estimated number of returnees to Iraq. 

The following two tables present the updated findings of the field survey to estimate the number of returnees. 
The process was organized by the Disaster Management department in coordination with the Iraqi Red 
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Crescent network of branches and offices and the Iraqi Red Crescent coordination offices in Jordan and 
Syria. The Iraqi Red Crescent teams collected information from transportation agencies and relevant 
ministries and governmental departments. The data collection process started 15 September 2007. 
 

Table 1: The est imated number of  returnees f rom Syria to I raq 

Estimated total 
number of returning 

individuals 

Number of individuals 
returning to the Capital 

(Al-Rasafa) 

Number of individuals 
returning to the Capital 

(Al-Karkh) 

Number of individuals 
returning to other 

governorates 

49,852 19,393 22,233 8,226 

 

Table 2: The est imated number of  returnees f rom Syria to Baghdad areas (Al-Karkh and Al-
Rasafa)  

Al-Karkh areas Estimated 
number of 
individuals 

Al-Rasafa areas Estimated 
number of 
individuals 

1. Al-Jama'ah (university) neighborhood 2,124 1. Al-A'athamyah area 2,657 

2. Al-Ameriyah neighborhood 2,699 2. Al-Sha'ab neighborhood 1,243 

3. Al-Khadraa' neighborhood 1,482 3. Palestine street 2,512 

4. Al-Ghaszalyah neighborhood 2,150 4. Al-Wazeeyiah area 1,013 

5. Al-Jihad neighborhood 1,157 5. Al-Arsat area 1,228 

6. Al-Mansoor area 1,183 6. Al-Jaderiyah area 2,276 

7. Al-Iskan neighborhood 648 7. Al-Karadeh area 2,547 

8. Al-Dawrah area 2,635 8. Baghdad Al-Jadeedah area 1,681 

9. Al-Saydiyah area  1,850 9. Zayouna area 1,738 

10. Al-Yarmook neighborhood 2,250 10. Sleekh area 450 

11. Other areas 4,055 11. Other areas 2,048 

Sub-total 22,233 Sub-total 19,393 

Grand total 41,626 
 
It is assumed that the increase in the number of returnees from Syria during the past month is due to the mid-
year school vacation, which gave the opportunity to many families to travel to Iraq to visit their relatives and 
to explore the situation in Iraq after the law enforcement became effective. 

  
  
  

For additional information, please contact: 

In Iraq:  
1. Iraqi Red Crescent Organization, President- Dr. Said Hakki, email: saidhakki@iraqirc.org 
2. Iraqi Red Crescent Organization, Vice President- Dr. Al-Jamal Karboli, email: JamalKarboli@iraqirc.org 
3. International Relation Department manager ircs_int_dep@yahoo.com;  

Mobile phone: +964 7901669159; Telephone: +964 1 5372925/24/23 
4. Disaster Management Department manager disastermghq@yahoo.com;  

Mobile phone: +964 7703045043; Telephone: +964 1 5372925/24/23 

In Jordan: Amman Coordination Office: ircs_amman_office@yahoo.com;  
Mobile phone (manager):+962 796484058; mobile phone (deputy manager): +962 797180940 

Also, visit the Iraqi Red Crescent Organization web site: iraqiredcrescent.org  


