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IRAQI RETURNEES Update 2
FROM SYRIA 30 December 2007

Period covered: 30 November to 27 December 2007

Background

Many Iragi families fled their homes during the past four years as a result of ethnic and sectarian
conflicts. Children and women were the most affected by the current humanitarian crisis in Irag. Many
people lost their dignity and livelihoods and suffered from terror, bombardments and destruction. As a
result, many families moved to other governorates to become Internally Displaced, while others moved
to neighboring countries, thus becoming Externally Displaced.

Externally Displaced families sought refuge in Syria, Jordan, Iran and Egypt. The majority of the 1.5-
2.0 million externally displaced people settled in Syria.

Although there are no restrictions in Syria regarding obtaining residence permits, schooling for Irag
students and ddivering humanitarian aid through the Iragi Red Crescent Organization, Iragi families
faced difficulties due to the high cost of living and rented apartments and the limited employment
opportunities.

Oper ational developments

In Irag, the security situation improved as a result of law enforcement especially in Baghdad (Al-Karkh
and Al-Rasafa) as wel as in other governorates. Reports indicate 60 percent reduction in terrorist
attacks as wel as in casualties among the military forces and civilians. Consequently, a significant
number of Externally Displaced families returned to Iraq starting mid September.

The Iragi government put a plan to facilitate the return of thousands of externally displaced families to
Iraq through the provision of tens of vehicles and financial grants. The aim is to assist families to think
seriously of re-settling in their original neighborhoods and avoid becoming internally displaced.

Through fidd surveys, the Iragi Red Crescent Organization updated the estimated number of returnees.
The process was organized by the Disaster Management department in coordination with the Iragi Red
Crescent network of branches and offices countrywide. The Iragi Red Crescent teams collected
information from transportation agencies and relevant ministries and governmental departments.

The following two tables present the updated findings of the survey, which started 15 September 2007.

Table 1: The estimated number of returnees from Syria to Iraq

Estimated number Number of individuals Number of individuals Number of individuals
of individuals returning to the Capital returning to the Capital returning to other
(Al-Rasafa) (Al-Karkh) gover nor ates

45,913 18,543 20,193 7,177




Table 2: The estimated number of returnees from Syria to Baghdad areas (Al-Karkh and Al-

Rasafa)

Al-Karkh areas Estimated Al-Rasafa areas Estimated
number of number of
individuals individuals

1. Al-Jamaah (university) neighborhood | 2,124 1. Al-A'athamyah area 2,657

2. Al-Ameriyah neighborhood 2,199 2. Al-Sha'ab neighborhood 1,243

3. Al-Khadraa neighborhood 1,482 3. Palestine street 2,512

4. Al-Ghaszalyah neighborhood 2,150 4. Al-Wazeeyiah area 613

5. Al-Jihad neighborhood 980 5. Al-Arsat area 1,228

6. Al-Mansoor area 856 6. Al-Jaderiyah area 2,276

7. Al-Iskan neighborhood 412 7. Al-Karadeh area 2,547

8. Al-Dawrah area 2,635 8. Baghdad Al-Jadeedah area | 1,681

9. Al-Saydiyah area 1,050 9. Zayounaarea 1,738

10. Al-Yarmook neighborhood 2,250 10. Other areas 2,048

11. Other areas 4,055

Sub-total 20,193 Sub-total 18,543

Grand total 38,736




